
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

    An extraordinary man… 

And what happens next?  
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Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

We are privileged to share the earth with 

people whose living witness is extraordinary. 

Sometimes they are people we know and love, 

others we meet or read about. One such 

person is Jean Vanier, who recently passed 

away. Jean was a Canadian Catholic 

philosopher, humanitarian and theologian 

who founded ‘L’Arche’. This is an 

international federation that works for people 

with developmental disabilities and those who 

help them. The hallmark of the organization is 

intentional communities where the disabled 

live with others who learn from and serve 

them.  

Jean also wrote over 30 books on religion, 

tolerance, disabilities and success. Here are 

some thoughts from his work: 

Love doesn't mean doing extraordinary or 
heroic things. It means knowing how to do 
ordinary things with tenderness. 
 

Growth begins when we begin to accept our 
own weaknesses. 
 

But let us not put our sights too high. We do 
not have to be saviors of the world! We are 
simply human beings, enfolded in weakness 
and in hope, called together to change our 
world one heart at a time.  
 

We human beings are all fundamentally the 
same. We all belong to a common, broken 
humanity. We all have wounded, vulnerable 
hearts. Each one of us                                           
needs to feel appreciated                                                         
and understood. We all                                           
need help.  

                                  

The cost of discipleship 

We’ve had a focus on discipleship in our 

parish for awhile now. The call to be a 

disciple comes at our Baptism but needs to 

be confirmed over and over by our assent 

and actions. It comes with a cost, as the first 

disciples found. So it is for each of us. If 

we’ve heard the invitation from Jesus to 

follow, we say yes, maybe over and over. We 

then back that yes by our actions. Here’s 

what the life of a disciple looks like: 

 

Prayer – conscious communication with God, 

setting aside time as best we can and striving to 

stay in touch during the course of our day. 

 

Scripture – How can we be a disciple without 

referring to the Bible to see what Jesus asks of 

us? Listening carefully to the readings at Mass is 

good. So is using a daily meditation aid based on 

scripture, dipping into the Bible for some 

focused reading and prayer, or joining a study 

group. 

 

Study – Learning what our Church teaches is 

important. Our parish offers programs for adults 

and there is a wealth of information online. 

 

Service – All our prayer, study and reflection 

must lead to growing in love. We make a 

difference to those in the world around us by 

sharing our time, treasure and talents. We grow 

in compassion, generosity and tolerance. 

 

Sharing our faith – As we grow as disciples, we 

share. Pope Francis challenges us to be a light 

that attracts others; our life of prayer, scripture, 

study and actions prepares us to that witness.  

 

 

  

 


